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Summary 



The Coast Guard is the lead federal agency for maritime homeland security. For 
FY2008, the Coast Guard is requesting a total of about $4.5 billion, or a bit more than 
half its total proposed budget, for the five missions defined in The Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (P.L. 107-296) as the Coast Guard’s homeland security missions. The 
Coast Guard’ s homeland security operations pose several potential issues for Congress. 
This report will be updated as events warrant. 



Background 

The Coast Guard’s Role in Homeland Security. The Coast Guard, which is 
a part of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), is the lead federal agency for 
maritime homeland security. Section 888(a)(2) of The Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(P.L. 107-296 of November 25, 2002), which established DHS, specifies five homeland 
security missions for the Coast Guard: (1) ports, waterways, and coastal security, (2) drug 
interdiction, (3) migrant interdiction, (4) defense readiness, and (5) other law 
enforcement. ' The Coast Guard, in its own budget materials, excludes drug interdiction 
and other law enforcement from its definition of its homeland security missions. 2 

Under the Ports and Waterways Safety Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-340) and the Maritime 
Transportation Security Act (MTSA) of 2002 (P.L. 107-295 of November 25, 2002), the 
Coast Guard has responsibility to protect vessels and harbors from subversive acts. With 
regard to port security, the Coast Guard is responsible for evaluating, boarding, and 
inspecting commercial ships approaching U.S. waters, countering terrorist threats in U.S. 



1 Section 888(a)(1) defines the Coast Guard’s non-homeland security missions as (1) marine 
safety, (2) search and rescue, (3) aids to navigation, (4) living marine resources (fisheries law 
enforcement), (5) marine environmental protection, and (6) ice operations. 

2 See, for example, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Coast Guard [FYJ2008 Budget 
in Brief and Performance Report. Washington, 2007. (February 2007) Table 5 on p. 19. 
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